About the Victorian Cancer Biobank

Applying for biospecimens

The Victorian Cancer Biobank is a not-for-profit consortium
of tissue banks supported by the Victorian Government
through the Victorian Cancer Agency. Consortium Members
are:

A Biospecimen Viewer is available on the VCB website
and allows potential applicants to search for available
tissue and blood specimens.

– Austin Health
– Melbourne Health
– Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre
– Southern Health
– The Cancer Council Victoria (Lead Agency)
The Victorian Cancer Biobank obtains consent to collect
blood and tissue samples from healthy donors and patients
diagnosed with cancer.
The Biobank provides high quality clinically annotated
biospecimens to support academic and commercial
sector research that will lead to improvements in cancer
diagnosis and treatment.

Quality
VCB’s Quality Management System has been developed to
comply with NCI and ISBER best practices for repositories.
Our tissue is selected and histologically examined by
pathologists to determine the percentage of tumour
and to confirm the banked sample matches the primary
diagnostic material.
Qualified Biobank staff are trained to prepare samples
using standardised protocols at all sites. Regular auditing
and quality checks ensure procedural compliance and
guarantee uniform high quality samples.
All our specimens are stored in temperature monitored
facilities.

http://www.viccancerbiobank.org.au/
biospecimeninventoryviewer
The Biobank’s unique centralised application and dispatch
process enables researchers to communicate directly with
the Applications Manager. It is recommended that you view
the step-by-step instructions and download the information
provided on the website before you proceed:
http://www.viccancerbiobank.org.au/
biospecimensandservices/howtoapply
A cost recovery schedule is also available to assist with
estimating costs.

Enquiries
Applications Manager
Victorian Cancer Biobank
1 Rathdowne St
CARLTON VIC 3053
biospecimens@cancervic.org.au
+61 3 9635 5489

Information for
clinicians and
researchers
viccancerbiobank.org.au

products and services

The Aperio pathology digital imaging system
enables glass slides to be converted into whole slide
digital images with a magnification of up to 40x.
Up to 120 slides can be scanned at one time.
Users can then view, manage and analyse the
digital slides with SpectrumTM software.

All VCB specimens are supplied with a
minimum data set. Clinical treatment
and outcome data can be provided
on request from medical records or
through linkage to BioGrid Australia.

imaging

tissue
biospecimens

fresh tissue in media on ice*
snap frozen tissue*
paraffin and OCT tissue sections
*Standard tissue size is 3-5mm3/25mg

blood biospecimens

data

serum^
plasma (EDTA)^
peripheral blood mononuclear
cells in DMSO
buffy coat without DMSO
bone marrow
^standard

RNA and DNA
Prepared from fresh, frozen or formalin fixed
tissue or mononucleocytes on request.
Purity and integrity is evaluated and quality
reports provided.
Tissue Micro Arrays
Following assessment of the researcher’s needs,
paraffin blocks are selected and TMAs made to order.

research support
services

clinical trials and
clinical support

blood volume is 250µl

The Biobank offers services to support multi-site
clinical trials that will lead to the development of
targeted therapies. Our skilled medical scientists
can collect and process blood and tissue samples
according to specific clinical trial protocols.

Further information at viccancerbiobank.org.au

