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Vision
To be the first choice for the supply of cancer tissue
to take hypothesis through to discovery

Core values
Integrity A reliable and ethical approach to biobanking
Excellence The provision of quality biospecimens
and service to researchers
Innovation Centralised access to multi-centre collections
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2008 Highlights
Tissue Collection and Biospecimen Distribution

Expansion to Associate Member sites

• More than 3,000 donors consented
• Over 24,000 biospecimens distributed to researchers
• 381 fresh tissue samples supplied

• HREC approvals were granted for collection from

Streamlining Centralised Access

• Appointment of a full-time applications manager to
liaise with researchers and the Access Committee

• More than 40 new applications received

Northern, Warringal, the Alfred, Cabrini, St John of
God Geelong, Geelong Public and Private hospitals

Successful Funding Application to Victoria
Cancer Agency

• $2.23 million for expansion to regional Victoria and
purchasing pathology digital imaging equipment

IT Platform
Facility Development

• Renovations to upgrade facilities at Austin and
Southern Health completed
• At Austin Health, $330,000 was provided to create
a laboratory, a cryostorage room and offices within
the Anatomical Pathology Department

• At Southern Health, $165,000 was provided for

establishing office space and a cryostorage and
dispatch area at Monash Medical Centre, Clayton

• The Informatics Committee oversaw the selection of a

software solution for management of the inventory and to
support the logistics involved in distributing biospecimens

Marketing and Communication

• Sponsorship, advertising and promotional material
at six conferences

• 22 presentations given at national and international
conferences and to local hospital, research and
community groups

• Three issues of Biobank Brief produced and
distributed to over 200 stakeholders

Future Directions
• Balance the collection to meet researcher needs
• Expand project specific collections and clinical research support
• Expand to regional sites, Barwon and Hume regions
• Implement an IT platform that supports operations
• Cost recovery and funding for sustainability
• Digital imaging resource to support QA program and facilitate molecular pathology research
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Tissue collection figures show that
3041 people donated to the Biobank
in 2007 with this number increasing
to 3133 in 2008.
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The Victorian Cancer Biobank (Biobank)
was established in 2006 to provide
high quality clinically annotated tissue
samples to facilitate research efforts that
will lead to improved patient outcomes.
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Chair’s Report
Successful human tissue banking requires the coordinated involvement of many people
and processes in the journey from the patient to the researcher. Included in this supply
chain are the patient, the consent process, the surgeon, the operating theatre staff, the
pathologist, the pathology laboratory staff, the tissue bank staff, the ethics and access
committees, and finally the researcher. Overlying this are governance and management
structures that need to work effectively with the many different organizations involved.
The systems and structures necessary to run the Biobank
are now well established. This represents a huge resource
for medical research in Victoria and Australia, both through
access to well characterized sets of archival tissues, as well
as through having the collection systems in place to rapidly
meet new demands from emerging research ideas and
technologies. In June I succeeded Geoff Lindeman as
Chair of the Victorian Cancer Biobank Consortium
Committee and my first undertaking in this report is to
acknowledge Geoff’s role and to thank him for the vision,
enthusiasm and plain hard work that he contributed to
establishing what is now a large, sophisticated and
successful research infrastructure enterprise.
As you read through this report you will find many facts
and figures that emphasise the size and scope of the
Victorian Cancer Biobank. Some of the more notable
highlights and achievements during 2008 include: More
than 3,000 donors gave consent and over 24,000
biospecimens were distributed to researchers. The
centralised access process was streamlined and a
full-time applications manager was appointed to liaise
with researchers and the Access Committee. The tissue
bank facilities at Austin and Southern Health were
renovated and upgraded and tissue collection activities
were expanded to Associate Member sites at Northern,
Warringal, the Alfred, Cabrini, St John of God Geelong,
and Geelong Public and Private hospitals. Funding for
the Biobank was renewed with support from the Victoria
Cancer Agency that included $2.23 million for expansion
to regional Victoria and the purchase and installation of
pathology digital imaging equipment for the four main
collection sites. The Informatics Committee oversaw
selection of a new software solution for management
of the inventory and to support the logistics involved
in distributing biospecimens.

These many achievements are a testament to the dedication
and hard work of both the staff of the Biobank and the many
members of the different committees who give their time
freely to make the Biobank a success. The Cancer Council
Victoria as the Lead Agency for the Consortium provided
invaluable support, especially with financial management
through the efforts of David Fogarty. The four tissue bank
managers Carmel Murone, Matthew Chapman, Samantha
Cauberg and Pam Mamers provide the engine room of
expertise that makes the Biobank a success.
The past year has seen some significant challenges in
bringing together the different parties involved in establishing
the Consortium, both within individual hospital sites, and
between the consortium partners. That these challenges
have been successfully met is due in no small part to the
commitment of the many individuals involved, coupled
with strong governance from my fellow members of the
Consortium Committee and able management from Anne
Thompson, our Executive Officer.
There are many additional people who deserve mention
that cannot fit into this report. Most important among
these are the 3,000 Victorians who donated tissues to
the Biobank at a time of great personal duress to support
research aimed at improving cancer outcomes.
There are still many challenges to be met in the year ahead.
As we grow and mature the organization and the logistics
of running a major tissue bank become more complex. In
particular, the demand for tissues is increasing rapidly, putting
pressure on our access committee, distribution processes
and inventory systems. Implementation of new tissue bank
software during 2009 should help with these challenges.

Professor Peter Rogers
Chair
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Executive Officer’s Report
The year 2008 has been one of growth and consolidation for the Biobank. Having
a clearly established strategy for implementing our unique operational model created
the foundations for our success this year. We have continued to expand our collection
network whilst at the same time streamlining the centralised application process to
provide researchers with fast and efficient access to biospecimens.
To expand the collection system, Human Research Ethics
Committee (HREC) approval is required at each new site.
During this year approval was granted for Northern and
Warringal Hospitals, The Alfred, Cabrini Health, St John
of God Hospital Geelong and Geelong Public and Private
hospitals. Collection has already commenced at Northern
and Warringal hospitals and preparations are underway for
collection to begin at the remaining hospitals in early 2009.
This will bring the total number of hospitals where collection
occurs twenty-three.
The Tissue Bank Managers from the four Consortium
members, Carmel Murone (AH), Matthew Chapman (MH),
Samantha Cauberg (Peter Mac) and Pam Mamers (SH), have
played a pivotal role in the expansion process, overseeing
the HREC application process, training new staff and
ensuring that we have the ongoing involvement of surgeons,
pathologists and clinical staff who support collection of tissue
across all tumour steams. I would like to thank them for their
hard work, their enthusiasm and constant support throughout
the year. They have also provided valuable input at our
monthly Tissue Bank Manager Advisory Group meetings so
that Central Operations staff understand the issues arising at
each site and we can all work together to create an integrated
program for collection and distribution. In addition I would
to acknowledge the important role of the team in Central
Operations at the Cancer Council. As Operations and Quality
Manager, Zoe Squire has liaised constantly with the Tissue
Bank Managers and researchers to minimise the impact of
the significant change that has occurred in establishing the
Biobank. Noellyn Ngo has worked tirelessly to support the
Committees and to produce our newsletters and reports that
ensure all our stakeholders are informed of our progress and
the support we are here to offer the research community.
I would also like to thank two of the founding Tissue Bank
Managers who moved on to greener pastures this year.
Audrey Partanen established and managed the Melbourne
Health Tissue Bank for eight years and Lisa Devereux
established and managed the Peter Mac Tissue Bank for
nine years. Both Lisa and Audrey were members of the
Victorian Tissue Bank Cooperative Working Group that
played a fundamental role in standardising operating
procedures and policies and informing the development of
the first Business Plan for the successful funding application
to the Victorian Government to establish the Biobank.
The success of the Biobank in 2008 can also be attributed
to the commitment of the many Committee members who
have generously given their time. The Access Committee
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was established in late 2007 to oversee a centralised process
for access to biospecimens and services. Their workload
increased throughout the year with the number of applications
more than doubling by the middle of the year. This resulted
in the need for an Applications Manager to coordinate the
receipt of applications and to liaise with researchers to ensure
all required documentation was available for review by the
Biobank Access Committee. Judy Davey commenced in
Central Operations at the Cancer Council Victoria on a
part-time basis in June. By year-end it became evident that
the role required full-time commitment so Judy handed the
reins to Joanne Edgar who commenced full-time in December.
The Informatics Committee oversaw the selection of
a software solution to store data associated with the
biospecimens, to underpin the management of the inventory
and support the logistics involved in distributing biospecimens
from the four Biobank sites to the researcher community.
We look forward to having the informatics platform fully
operational by mid to late 2009. The availability of good
quality data associated with our biospecimens is essential to
the research community. We continue to work with BioGrid
Australia to transfer the linkages from our current databases
to the new database so that researchers can continue obtain
de-identified clinical follow-up data.
The Biobank depends on the support of donors from the
public to achieve our main objective of providing high quality
biospecimens and data to the research community. At a
number of presentations given at public forums the feedback
regarding the concept of biobanking has been extremely
positive. In addition, positive feedback and support from
scientists at hospitals, university departments and research
institutions has highlighted the value of the Biobank to the
research community.
In the year ahead we will build on our positive start. The
successful application to the Victorian Cancer Agency
for additional funding will underpin the expansion of the
Biobank to Geelong, which will benefit patients in the Barwon
Region. Importantly, we will provide support for clinical and
translational research being undertaken at Barwon Health
and Deakin University. The additional funding will also support
the purchase of state-of-the-art digital imaging equipment,
providing a valuable resource to researchers that will enhance
the opportunity for research outcomes and translate into
benefits for the whole community.

Dr Anne Thompson
Executive Officer

In the year ahead we will build on our
positive start. Importantly, we will provide
support for clinical and translational
research being undertaken at Barwon
and Deakin University.
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Consortium Committee
Professor
Peter Rogers
BSc (Hons), PhD

Southern Health
Representative
Peter Rogers
is the Director of the Centre for
Women’s Health Research in Monash
University’s Department of Obstetrics
and Gynaecology and the Monash
Institute of Medical Research. He is a
NH&MRC Fellow with active research
interests in a range of female health
issues, including endometriosis, uterine
fibroids, menorrhagia, and breast and
gynaecological cancers. He also leads
a collaborative program investigating the
application of synchrotron generated
micro-beam x-rays for tumour
radiotherapy. During the 1980s he
worked for Monash IVF, where he held
the position of Scientific Director from
1985 to 1987. He is a founding Director
of the Jean Hailes Foundation, a notfor-profit organisation established in
Victoria in 1990, which is now regarded
throughout Australia as a leader in
women’s healthcare. Peter is the
current Chair of the Biobank
Consortium Committee.
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Associate
Professor
Geoffrey
Lindeman

Associate
Professor
Ian Campbell

BSc (Med), MBBS,
PhD, FRACP

Peter MacCallum
Cancer Centre
Representative

Melbourne Health Representative
Geoff Lindeman is Joint Head of the
Victorian Breast Cancer Research
Consortium Laboratory at the Walter
and Eliza Hall Institute of Medical
Research. He is also a medical
oncologist and Head of the Royal
Melbourne Hospital Familial Cancer
Centre. His laboratory is studying
molecular regulators of normal
mammary gland development and
breast cancer, with a particular interest
in breast stem cells and breast cancer
stem cells. His clinical activities focus
on translational breast cancer research,
tissue banking and hereditary breast
cancer. He was Chair of the Victorian
Tissue Bank Cooperative that helped
oversee the application to the DIIRD
and DHS for the establishment of
the Victorian Cancer Biobank in 2006,
and now serves on the Biobank
Consortium Committee.

PhD

The focus of Ian Campbell’s research
over the past 19 years has been an
investigation into the molecular genetics
of ovarian and breast cancer. He
completed his PhD in bacterial genetics
at the University of Western Australia
in 1986. From 1988 to 1993 he was
a postdoctoral fellow at the Imperial
Cancer Research Fund Laboratories at
Lincoln’s Inn Field, London (now Cancer
Research UK). From 1993 to 1999,
Professor Campbell headed the cancer
genetics laboratory in the Department of
Obstetrics and Gynaecology, University
of Southampton, UK. During this period
he developed an international reputation
in the somatic genetics of ovarian cancer.
In 1999, he returned to Australia to head
the VBCRC Cancer Genetics Laboratory
at the Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre,
where the broad but inter-related
themes of his work continue to be the
identification of genes involved in the
predisposition, initiation and progression
of breast and ovarian cancer.

David Fogarty
FCPA

Cancer Council
Victoria
Representative
David Fogarty is the
Business Manager of the Cancer Council
Victoria. He is an experienced Business
Consultant who has operated his own
consulting business for the last twelve
years. He is a Fellow of the CPA and has
worked in many industries with a long
period in the finance industry with AGC
and Westpac. He has worked as Chief
Executive and Chief Financial Officer for a
leading Horticultural company in Victoria
as well as Chief Accountant for a major
finance company. He has undertaken
reviews of major IT outsourcing contracts,
transport warehouses, childcare
centres and factory establishments.
He has assisted in strategic planning
of commercial enterprises in primary
industries, IT, horticultural and property
development. David is an experienced
manager of people in large and small
organisations with a strong commitment
to personal development.

Tony Landgren
MBBS, LLB, FRCPA

Independent
Member – Pathology
Tony Landgren
is a graduate in
Medicine and Law from the University
of Melbourne. His post graduate
training included Anatomical Pathology
and Forensic Pathology. He is the
Chairman of the Department of
Anatomical Pathology at the Royal
Melbourne Hospital and Chairman
of the Board of Censors of the Royal
College of Pathologists of Australasia.
His areas of diagnostic pathology
practice include gastrointestinal
pathology, renal pathology and tumour
molecular pathology. He is a Barrister
and Solicitor of the Supreme Court
of Victoria and practices Commercial
law, Insurance Law, Health law and
Biotechnology Law.

Professor
Antony W
Burgess AC
BSc (Hons), PhD,
FAA, FTSE

Independent
Member – Research
Tony Burgess after post-doctoral studies
at Cornell University and the Weizmann
Institute, returned to The Walter and
Eliza Hall Institute to study the growth
factors which stimulate blood cell
formation. He and his colleagues purified
the first colony stimulating factor (CSF),
discovered growth and differentiation
factors controlling the development
of blood cells. This work led to the
molecular cloning of a CSF and the initial
clinical studies with recombinant forms
of these factors. Currently he is working
to develop improved approaches to
cancer therapy through the use of EGF
receptor inhibitors. He has an active
research program on the molecular
basis of colon cancer, in particular the
biology and biochemistry of signalling
systems regulated by the apc protein.

Mrs Avis
Macphee
AAIMS

Independent
Member –
Consumer
Advocate
Avis Macphee, a retired medical
scientist, is the founder and coordinator
of the Breast Cancer Support Group
of the Bone Marrow Donor Institute
Ltd. Her current appointments
include membership of the Executive
Committee of The Cancer Council
Victoria and the Scientific Committee
and Vice Presidency of the Victorian
Breast Cancer Research Consortium.
She also represents the Breast Cancer
Network Australia and the Breast
Cancer Action Group on several
committees.

Prof Andrew
M Scott
MBBS (Hons), MD,
FRACP, DDU

Austin Health
Representative
Andrew Scott graduated in Medicine
from the University of Sydney (MBBS,
Hons), and trained in Internal Medicine,
Nuclear Medicine and Tumour
Immunology in Sydney, and at Memorial
Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center, USA.
His current appointments include
Director, Ludwig Institute for Cancer
Research, Melbourne Centre for Clinical
Sciences; and Professor, Department of
Medicine, University of Melbourne, and
Director, Centre for PET, Austin Hospital.
His research is focused on developing
innovative strategies for targeted therapy
of cancer with monoclonal antibodies
and cell signalling inhibition, and in
oncology applications in PET, both in
staging and molecular characterisation
of tumours.

Malar Thiagarajan
BSc, LLB, LLM, Dip
Project Management

Independent Member
– Ethics
Ms Malar Thiagarajan
is the Director of Research Services at
Southern Health. She is also a corporate
lawyer at Southern Health. In addition,
Malar tutors in the Medical Law Program
for the Faculty of Medicine, Monash
University. Malar is a member of the Law
Institute of Victoria, Australian Corporate
Lawyers Association, and Graduate of
the Australian Institute of Company
Directors. Malar completed a visiting
fellowship to the Oxford Uehiro Centre for
Practical Ethics, Faculty of Philosophy,
Oxford University in 2005, and has
published in the area of the legal rights
of patients to life-prolonging medical
treatments. She has presented at
international conferences in the area of
public health and human rights as well
as clinical ethics. Ms Thiagarajan holds a
combined Bachelor of Science / Bachelor
of Laws and Masters of Law (Intellectual
Property) from Monash University, a
Diploma in Project Management, and a
Company Directors Course Diploma.
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Governance and Management
The Biobank was established as an Unincorporated Joint Venture in June 2006 with
five founding members forming the Consortium. A sound governance and management
structure has resulted in the successful implementation of the program outlined in the
Biobank’s Business Plan.
The Consortium Committee was established to provide
strategic advice and create links to the community and
stakeholders in government and research. Representatives
from the five Consortium members, together with four
independent members, provide a broad range of expertise
in the areas of cancer treatment, cancer research, pathology,
law and ethics, finance, marketing and cancer advocacy.
The Consortium Committee is supported by two subcommittees. The Access Committee reviews applications
from research groups within Victoria and interstate, and reports
on issues related to researcher access to biospecimens. The
informatics Committee reports and makes recommendations
on the development of a web-based informatics platform for
storing tissue related data.
The Executive Officer is appointed by and reports to the
Consortium Committee on the performance of Biobank
and is responsible for ensuring the organisation’s objectives
and strategic goals are achieved. The Executive Officer
provides the leadership to the Central Operations team
which includes the Quality & Operations Manager,

the Applications Manager and the Administration and
Communications Officer. This team ensures that the
Biobank offers rapid access to biospecimens of the highest
quality and that researchers and all stakeholders are aware
of Biobank activities and the biospecimens and services
that are available.
The success of the Biobank operational model relies
on advice from the Tissue Bank Managers at each
Consortium member site who are responsible for the
collection and processing activities at their site and
associated member sites. Each Tissue Bank Manager is
appointed by and responsible to their local Tissue Bank
Steering and Management Committee that administers
the funds provided through a series of Program Grants
Agreements. The Consortium Committee representatives
at each site are members of the Tissue Bank Steering
Committees together with representatives from associated
member sites, participating surgeons and pathology
laboratories ensuring that there is input from all participants
at the local level where the tissue banking is occurring.

Consortium Committee
Executive Officer

Sub Committees

Central Operations

Tissue Bank Managers
Advisory Group

Access Committee

Informatics Committee

Austin Health

Melbourne Health

Peter MacCallum
Cancer Centre

Southern Health

Tissue Bank
Steering Committee

Tissue Bank
Steering Committee

Tissue Bank
Management Committee

Tissue Bank
Steering Committee

Tissue Bank
Management Committee
Tissue Bank Manager

Governance
Management
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Tissue Bank
Management Committee
Tissue Bank Manager

Tissue Bank Manager

Tissue Bank Manager

Standard operating procedures
across all sites ensure that uniform
high quality biospecimens can be
sourced and supplied to researches
from across the Biobank.
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Committee Reports
Access Committee
Since the Access Committee formed in October 2007, the
Biobank has received 53 applications from research groups
within Victoria and interstate. Over the last 15 months, the
implementation of the centralised access system has involved
a process of ‘rolling over’ 28 pre-existing projects so that the
requested biospecimens could be supplied from any of the
Biobank sites. For these projects the previous approval given
by the Consortium member tissue bank committees was
accepted without further review.

Zoe Squire (Chair,
to June 2008)
BSc, Grad Cert Bus,
Grad Cert Human Health
Quality & Operations
Manager, Victorian Cancer
Biobank

The dedicated members of the Committee have reviewed
a steady stream of 25 new applications during the year,
predominantly using an on-line review process with
teleconferences and face-to-face meetings occurring
when more in-depth discussion was required.

Judy Davey (Chair, July
2008 to December 2008)
RN, BN, MEdSd
Applications Manager,
Victorian Cancer Biobank

By the end of the year 18 of the applications received
were approved, all documentation fully completed and
biospecimen dispatch arranged. The average time to process
an application from the time all documentation is completed
to the time committee approval is given is 26 days with 44%
of applications being approved within 21-30 days. The time
to process applications has decreased from the time the
Access Committee was formed until December 2008 by 14%.

Joanne Edgar (Chair,
from December 2008)
BBiomedSc
Applications Manager,
Victorian Cancer Biobank

In March, the application forms used to apply for
biospecimens and services were reviewed and a fivepart module format designed to simplify the process for
researchers. Part A, which provides general application
details, is to be completed by all researchers. The remaining
parts are specific to the type product or service being
requested, including fresh tissue, biospecimen derived
products and clinical trials or project specific support. The
highest number of requests continues to be for archival
biospecimens, representing 60% of applications. However,
there is a growing interest in applications for fresh tissue
and clinical trials support.
This year the Access Committee welcomed two new
members in Fairlie Hinton and Brian Dean. Fairlie and
Brian bring with them expertise in the ethical use of human
tissue in research as they are members of the National Brain
Bank Network. The diverse backgrounds of all committee
members provides expertise and different views when
reviewing applications.

Access Committee Members

Associate Professor
Ian Davis
MBBS (Hons), PhD,
FRACP, FAChPM
Austin Health
Representative
Dr Carmel Murone
BAppSc, PhD
Austin Health
Representative
Associate Professor
Geoff Lindeman
BSc (Med), MBBS,
FRACP, PhD
Melbourne Health
Representative
Mrs Avis Macphee
AAIMS
Melbourne Health
Representative

Professor Stephen Fox
BSc (Hons), FRCPA,
MBChB, DPhil, FRCPath
Peter MacCallum Cancer
Centre Representative
Associate Professor
Wayne Phillips
PhD
Peter MacCallum Cancer
Centre Representative
Professor Gail Risbridger
PhD
Southern Health
Representative
(to June 2008)
Brian Golat
MSc
Southern Health
Representative (from
June to December 2008)
Pamela Mamers
RN, BA, Grad Dip Epi
Biostat
Southern Health
Representative
Associate Professor
Brian Dean
(from September 2008)
HND AppBiol, MSc, PhD,
FI Biol, CBiol
Independent Member
Ms Fairlie Hinton
(from September 08)
RN
Independent Member

Thank you to all committee members for you hard work
and dedication throughout the year.

Joanne Edgar
Chair

Joanne Edgar
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Zoe Squire

Noellyn Ngo

Informatics Committee

Digital Imaging Working Group

The role of the Informatics Committee is to provide expertise
and guidance to the Biobank Consortium Committee
regarding all these aspects of informatics planning and
implementation. Members of the Committee provide a
broad range of expertise in all areas of IT related to
research and tissue banking.

In late 2007, an application was submitted to the Victorian
Cancer Agency for funding to provide digital imaging
capabilities to the four Consortium tissue bank sites. The
purpose of this digital imaging system is to produce high
quality, whole slide digital pathology images of all tissue
samples available from the Biobank for quality assurance
purposes and to enable researchers to view and request
samples online. In addition, the digital imaging system
will be available as a shared resource to pathologists and
researchers for evaluating and quantitating tissue and
tissue microarray sections (TMA’s) visualised using in-situ
hybridization and immunohistochemistry.

This year the Committee reviewed proposed solutions
and quotations submitted by four external providers for the
purchase and implementation of an informatics platform that
would comprise a database for recording data associated
with the biospecimens stored at all sites and a logistics
component that would support the processing of applications
and the allocation and distribution of biospecimens. A
preferred supplier was selected and the recommendation
forwarded to the Consortium Committee for consideration.
Following endorsement by the Consortium Committee,
the Informatics Committee provided advice on the
development of specifications for implementation of the
software across all Biobank sites. Implementation and
customisation of the database commenced in December
with the test version of the database due for delivery in
March and data migration due to be completed following
acceptance of the test version. The logistics component
is due to be completed by June 2009.

Following notification that the application was successful, a
working group was formed to provide the expertise required
to review available equipment and software and recommend
a suitable system to the Consortium Committee. The time
provided by the Committee members to assess the needs
of each site, select a preferred supplier and evaluate the
proposal is greatly appreciated and will ensure that the
needs of the Biobank and the research community are met.
The Consortium Committee endorsed the recommendations
of the Working Group and arrangements are being made
for the purchase and installation of the equipment in the
first half of 2009.

Anne Thompson

Anne Thompson

Chair

Chair

Informatics Committee Members

Digital Imaging Working Group Members

Dr Anne Thompson (Chair)
MSc, PhD
Executive Officer, Victorian
Cancer Biobank

Dr Anne Thompson (Chair)
BSc, MSc, PhD
Executive Officer, Victorian
Cancer Biobank

Dr David Williams
MBBS
Melbourne Health
Representative

Dr Peter Crowley
MBBS, FRCPA
Austin Health
Representative

Associate Professor
Ian Campbell
PhD
Peter MacCallum Cancer
Centre Representative

Dr Jayesh Desai
MBBS, FRACP
Member – BioGrid Australia
and the Clinical Research
Community
Dr Clare Scott
MBBS, PhD, FRACP
Independent Member –
Research Community
Eveline NIEDERMAYR
BSc (Hons), Grad Dip
Information Management,
Grad Dip Software
Development
Independent Member –
Tissue Bank Information
Management

Helen Farrugia
(to March 2008)
BAppSc HIM, Grad Dip BIT
Independent Member
– Clinical Research
Informatics
Georgina Marr
BHIM, Grad Dip Epi Biostat
Independent Member –
Tissue Bank Information
Management
Garth Stewart
BSc (Hons), Grad Dip
Comp
Independent Member –
Informatics

Dr Carmel Murone
BAppSc, PhD
Austin Health
Representative
Dr Siddhartha Deb
MMBS, BMedSci
Austin Health
Representative
Tony Landgren
MBBS, LLB, FRCPA
Melbourne Health
Representative
Dr Michael Christie
MBBS (Hons), FRCPA
Melbourne Health
Representative

Professor Stephen Fox
BSc (Hons), FRCPA,
MBChB, DPhil, FRCPath
Peter MacCallum Cancer
Centre Representative
Dr Beena Kumar
MBBS, MD, FRCPA
Southern Health
Representative
Margaret Dimech
BAppSci (Medical
Technology)
Southern Health
Representative
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Associated and Participating Organisations
Alfred Hospital

Freemasons Hospital

St John of God Hospital, Geelong

Australian Biospecimen Network

Geelong Private Hospital

St Vincent’s Hospital

Australian Genome Research Facility

Geelong Public Hospital

Sunshine Hospital

Australian Prostate Cancer Consortium

kConFab (Kathleen Cunningham
Foundation Consortium for Research
into Familial Breast Cancer)

TissuPath

Bio21:MMIM
Box Hill Hospital

Ludwig Institute for Cancer Research

Cabrini Hospital

Melbourne Pathology

Cancer Trials Australia

Northern Hospital

Casey Hospital

Victorian Breast Cancer
Research Consortium
Victorian Transplantation and
Immunogenetics Service

Royal Children’s Hospital

Dandenong Hospital

The Walter & Eliza Hall Institute
of Medical Research

Warringal Hospital

Royal Women’s Hospital

Western Health

Epworth Hospital

Operations Model
Hume

Gippsland

Aligned Hospitals

Aligned Hospitals

Box Hill

Casey

Warringal

Dandenong

Northern

The Alfred

Austin Health

Southern Health

Products and
Services
Fresh tissue
Frozen sections
Frozen tissue

Central Operations (at the Cancer Council of Victoria)

Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre

Melbourne Health

St Vincent’s

Royal Women’s

Cabrini

Western

Epworth Eastern

Epworth Richmond

Freemasons

Sunshine

Mercy Private

Royal Children’s

Aligned Hospitals

Aligned Hospitals
Loddon Mallee

Bio-collection processing and storage centres
Bio-collection centres
Possible bio-collection centres
Possible regional feeders
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Barwon/Grampians

DNA / RNA
Tissue microarray
Imaging
Other

Researcher

The success of the Biobank in 2008
can be attributed to the commitment
of the many Committee members
who have generously given their time.
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Collection and Distribution

Although staff collect all available
tumour tissue from 3133 donors in
2008, the graph below shows the
focus of surgery undertaken varies
at the hospitals associated with each
of the Biobank sites. Austin Health
predominantly collects from donors
undergoing urological, thoracic and
hepatobiliary surgery, Melbourne
Health from donors undergoing brain,
breast and colorectal surgery, Peter
Mac from donors undergoing
treatment for haematological, lung
and soft tissue cancers and Southern
Health from donors undergoing
surgery for gynaecological, head
and neck and urological cancers.
The strength of the centralised
access model is that collectively
the Consortium is able to balance
the collection. Standard operating
procedures across all sites ensure
that uniform high quality biospecimens
can be sourced and supplied to
researchers from across the Biobank.

Target

Peter Mac

Total

Melbourne

Southern

Austin

Total number of donors consented
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Collection by Tumour Type (n=6174)
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One of the objectives of the Biobank
is to offer the research community
biospecimens prepared from blood
and tissue of all tumour types. The
availability of samples for banking is
influenced by the incidence of the
particular cancer in the population
and whether the primary treatment
for the tumour type is surgery.
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Tumour Type by Site, 2008 (n=3133)
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The Biobank relies on community
support to provide the research
community with biospecimens. The
number of patients who agreed to
donate blood and tissue resulted
in participation rates exceeding
expectations. Collection figures
show that 3041 people donated to
the Biobank in 2007 with this number
increasing to 3133 in 2008. The
number of donors for each tumour
type has not varied significantly over
the two years.
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Biospecimen Distribution
In 2008, more than 40 applications
were received from researchers and
approved by the Access Committee
resulting in 6,303 biospecimens being
distributed within Victoria and interstate
and internationally to collaborating
researchers.

Of particular note was the increased
interest in the Biobank’s fresh tissue
service in 2008 with 381 fresh tissue
specimens being delivered in culture
medium at 4°C to researchers within
3 hours of surgery.

Requests for aliquots of frozen tissue
continue to increase but tissue sections
on microscope slides remain the
most common request with 74% of
biospecimens supplied falling into this
category.

Distribution by Type of Biospecimens Supplied 2008
Tissue Biospecimens

Blood Biospecimens

		 Snap								 Plasma/
Fresh Frozen		
OCT
OCT Paraffin Paraffin
Bone		
Serum/ Whole
Tumour Type
Tissue Tissue DNA Sections Blocks Sections Blocks Marrow DNA PBMNC’s Blood*

Brain & CNS
Breast
Digestive System –
Colorectal

45

		

39

90

105

20

2

1024

42

384

4107

Buffy
Coat TOTAL

45
1

255

15

5574

Digestive System –
Liver
Digestive System –
Oesophagus

0
2

2

Digestive System –
Pancreas

		

0

Digestive System –
Stomach

5

5

Genitourinary –
Bladder

2		

2

Genitourinary –
Kidney

7

Genitourinary –
Prostate

35

42

23

44

67

Genitourinary –
Testis

0

Gynaecological –
Endometrium

44

44

Gynaecological –
Ovary

19

19

Gynaecological –
Uterus

4

4

Haematological		

3

15

18

Head & Neck

0

Lung
Normal donor

35

35

81

1

82

Skin – Melanoma		
Soft Tissue –
Sarcoma
TOTAL

55
217

1176

0

262

388

4127

15

3

2

0

1

1

53

108

113

0

6303

* Includes blood samples collected from donors and processed for Project Specific and Clinical Research projects
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Consortium Members’ Reports
Austin Health
The 2008 year has been a busy and
exciting period for the Austin Health
Tissue Bank. This year saw the
expansion of collection of biospecimens
at The Northern Hospital (TNH) and
the start of discussions with Eastern
Health and Warringal Private Hospital
to establish biobanking activities at
these sites in 2009. Discussions with
The Mercy Hospital for Women have
progressed well and biospecimen
collection from this site will commence
in the first quarter of 2009.
Redevelopment of a dedicated
laboratory, office and storage area was
carried out in the early part of 2008.
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This new Tissue Bank facility is
co-located with the Department
of Anatomical Pathology and has
contributed to more efficient operation
of the Tissue Bank’s processes.

Registrar, we are well placed to offer
fully annotated and quality assured
biospecimens to researchers with
ethically approved and scientifically
valid projects.

Over the 2008 period we employed
two additional staff to assist with
the collection and processing of
biospecimens. One position is
dedicated to data entry to provide
clinical annotation for the biospecimens
collected. The other position is
located at The Northern Hospital to
provide resources for the collection of
biospecimens from that site. Together
with the funded Molecular Pathology

Our focus continues to be the
collection of colorectal, breast, thoracic,
hepatobiliary and urological tumours
with smaller numbers of upper gastrointestinal and brain tumours being
collected.

Melbourne Health
Melbourne Health (MH) continues to
be a key partner in Victorian Cancer
Biobank activities, with continual growth
of tissue collections and supply to
researchers.
In 2000, the Victorian Breast Cancer
Research Consortium (VBCRC), the
Ludwig Institute for Cancer Research
(LICR) and MH established the Royal
Melbourne Hospital (RMH) Tissue Bank
to provide a reliable source of wellannotated biospecimens to support
cancer research. Now in its eighth
year of operation, the RMH Tissue
Bank has become more complex and
multi-faceted to address the growing
trends towards molecular, genomic and
proteomic studies. While the core focus
of the Tissue Bank remains the same (the
ethical collection and storage of tissue
considered in excess of that required
for diagnosis), our capacity to serve the
wider medical research community has
increased since becoming a member
of the Biobank Consortium. Biobank
support has enabled the continual
collection of samples from 11 different
tumour streams, and allowed a quick
turn around time from researchers
requests to delivery of samples.
The RMH Tissue Bank operates as a
cooperative between RMH, Western

Health (WH) and the Royal Women’s
Hospital (RWH), with important oversight
from Parkville research groups, including
the Melbourne Health Research
Directorate, LICR and the Walter and
Eliza Hall Institute (WEHI). To enable
this, Tissue Bank collectors are located
at RMH, WH and the RWH. Biobank
staff also collect from the Epworth
Healthcare Group (Freemasons),
Frances Perry House, Melbourne
Private and various surrounding private
hospitals. In addition to RMH and WH
Anatomical Pathology departments,
private pathology providers, including
Melbourne Path, AnatPath and
TissuPath have been very generous
in their support of Biobank activities.
The support of a Pathology Registrar,
Dr Phillip Moss, also greatly assisted
biobanking activities. In 2008, the MH
Tissue Bank collected biospecimens
from 777 donors.
Infrastructure items obtained with
Biobank funds include a -80°C freezer,
two microtomes with accessories, an
embedding centre, a bench top cryostat
for prostate collection, and a sample
labeller. In addition, we have received
substantial equipment support from the
Australian Cancer Research Foundation,
as a member of the ACRF Centre for

Therapeutic Target Discovery, allowing
access to a Laser Capture Microscope,
a DNA Robotic Extractor and a
Nanodropper.
In 2008, our founding manager Audrey
Partanen decreased her time with the
Tissue Bank in order to take on new
challenges as the coordinator of the
VCA-funded Breast Biomarker Project.
Melbourne Health sincerely thanks
Audrey for the fantastic work she has
achieved in helping to establish the
RMH Tissue Bank and her invaluable
contribution to other tissue banks. In
2008, several new staff members joined
the Tissue Bank, bringing with them
enthusiasm and skills and ensuring we
remain a great environment for young
scientists to learn.
The Joint Steering and Management
Committee meetings, which are
an important part of the Biobank
governance structure, successfully
provide a forum for valuable input from
different hospital and research groups
involved in Tissue Banking at our site.
The meetings also provide a forum for
feedback, ensuring the highest quality
collection is maintained and enabling
the Tissue Bank to remain an important
contributor to cancer research in Victoria.
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Consortium Members’ Reports
Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre
The Peter Mac Tissue Bank consented
740 donors in 2008 and contributed
329 bone marrow, 736 peripheral blood
and 582 tissue samples. One of the
key collection capabilities of the Peter
Mac Tissue Bank is in haematological
tumours and we have contributed
significantly in that area. Peter Mac
has also made a significant contribution
to Biobank cost recovery by servicing
clinical trials. Collection and processing
of samples from 119 patients have
been undertaken for three different
clinical trials.
A key partner in the Peter Mac Biobank
collection is the St Vincent’s group of
hospitals. Biobank funds continue to be
used to support a staff member, Kent
Huynh, dedicated to the St Vincent’s
group. In recognition of the significant
support given to the Biobank by the St
Vincent’s Histopathology Department,
Kent undertakes tasks to support
the laboratory activities whenever
time permits. This mutually beneficial
arrangement is a strong example of how
Biobank funds can be used to maximise
collection capacity within existing
facilities to the benefit of both parties.
Biobank staff at Peter Mac also collect
from the Epworth Healthcare group
at both the Epworth Eastern and
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Freemasons Hospitals, Cabrini Medical
Centre and Box Hill Public Hospital. To
enable collection from private hospitals,
several private Pathology laboratories
are involved in the Biobank collection
process; Melbourne Pathology, Anat
Path and TissuePath are extremely
generous supporters of the Biobank.
Collections at Cabrini and Box Hill
Hospital will be more efficient in 2009
with collection staff being located at
these two sites on a full-time basis.
Biobank funds also continue to support
a Pathology Registrar, Dr Max Yan,
who provides expertise in fresh tissue
procurement, quality assurance review
of Biobank specimens and will review
samples for value-added processes
such as tissue microarray production.
With the employment of Leanne Bowes
one day per week for pathology data
entry, we have achieved entry of ICD
morphology codes and description
in our database for over 80% cases
collected in 2008.
A new system for -80°C storage of
blood aliquots was implemented which
has doubled our previous storage
capacity. The new storage system
was essential given the high rate of
blood sample accrual at our site, the

increased number of aliquots required
by the Biobank and the very limited
space available for -80°C freezers.
We are rapidly filling the existing
freezer and a request will be lodged
with the Biobank Consortium
Committee for funds to purchase
an additional freezer. Minor capital
works will also be necessary to improve
airflow in the -80°C freezer room.
An adjacent area beside the current
Peter Mac Tissue Bank office is to be
refurbished in 2009 to accommodate
our administration, filing and data
entry requirements. Biobank funding
will be used to purchase an additional
compactus to store confidential patient
documents appropriately. A liquid
nitrogen tank will be required for
2009 and this will be purchased with
unused equipment funds from the
4th funding round.
In the upcoming year we will work with
Biobank Central Operations staff and
the other Biobank sites to streamline
distribution of biospecimens. We also
aim to assist local researchers with
the centralised application process
to ensure they can easily access
the biospecimens and services they
require, particularly for clinical trials.

Southern Health
During a successful 2008, the
Southern Health hub has collected a
comprehensive range of biospecimens
from the Clayton, Moorabbin,
Dandenong and Berwick sites with
particular focus on the collection of
gynaecological, urological, head and
neck and breast tissues. The Heads of
the surgical units have continued to offer
support and enthusiasm as we expand
collection activities. Tissue collection at
the Dandenong site has increased during
2008 and increased activity is planned
for the Berwick site during 2009.
The proposed appointment of a
Pathology Registrar in 2009 based at
the Alfred and Cabrini sites will facilitate
collection of biospecimens at these new
locations. Professor Adrian Polglase,
Professor of Surgery and Chairman of
Cabrini Monash University Department
of Surgery has been very supportive of
the Biobank activities at Cabrini Health.
Ms Lisa McPhail has been appointed
as the Biobank Medical Scientist to
co-ordinate biospecimen collection and
will commence in this role early in 2009.

The Southern Health Research
Directorate continues to play an
important role in the governance of the
tissue banking activities undertaken
at Southern Health. The Director of
Research Strategy at Southern Health,
Professor Colin Johnston retired in April
2008. Professor John Funder is the new
Director of Research Strategy and chairs
the Tissue Bank Steering Committee.
Professor Funder has an impressive
background of over 40 years in medical
research and was recently awarded
the prestigious Novartis award by the
American Health foundation. Professor
Peter Rogers, Director of the Centre
for Women’s Health Research, Monash
University continues as the Southern
Health representative on the Biobank
Consortium Committee and was
appointed Chairperson of the Biobank
Consortium in 2008.
The Southern Health hub has a strong
tradition of research collaboration
between clinical and basic researchers
and offers clinical research support as
well as project specific collection of
biospecimens for approved applications.
Special efforts have been directed to

provide researchers with fresh tissue
in culture medium within four hours
of surgery.
On a day-to-day basis, the Southern
Health Tissue Bank runs under the
guidance of a Management Committee
chaired by Professor Peter Rogers and
Tissue Bank Manager Pam Mamers.
Our dedicated staff have made an
enormous contribution to the successful
operation of the Southern Health Tissue
Bank during 2008.
The renovation and development of
a new long-term storage area for the
Southern Health hub has now been
completed and is situated at the Clayton
campus of the Monash Medical Centre.
This new facility has been fitted out with
state-of-the-art equipment including two
minus 80°C freezers and a minus 190°C
fully automated controlled cryostorage
unit with a capacity for 42,000 samples.
The Southern Health hub is very
grateful for the continued support of the
Southern Health Pathology Department
for the processing and distribution
of biospecimens. Southern Health
Tissue Bank looks forward to another
successful year in 2009.
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Staff Organisation Chart
Central Operations
Anne Thompson
Executive Officer

Zoe Squire
Quality & Operations Manager

Judy Davey (From Jun to Dec 2008)
Joanne Edgar (From Dec 2008)
Applications Manager

Noellyn Ngo
Admin & Communications

Austin Health

Melbourne Health

Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre

Southern Health

Austin Health Tissue Bank
Steering Committee

Melbourne Health Tissue Bank
Steering Committee

Peter Mac Tissue Bank
Management Committee

Southern Health Tissue Bank
Steering Committee

Austin Health

Carmel Murone
Tissue Bank Manager
(0.4EFT funded by Ludwig)

Royal Melbourne Hosptial

Peter Mac

Aurdrey Partanen (To Jul 2008)
Matthew Chapman

Lisa Devereau (To Feb 2008)
Samantha Cauberg

(From Aug 2008)

(From Feb 2008)

Tissue Bank Manager

Tissue Bank Manager

(1.0EFT funded by VBCRC)

(0.4EFT funded by Peter Mac)

Monash Medical Centre

Pam Mamers
Tissue Bank Manager
(1.0EFT)

Tina Leeuwrik
Tissue Bank Coordinator

Yasamin Aabid
Tissue Bank Medical Scientist

Rhonda Mawal
Tissue Bank Scientist

(0.4EFT)

(1.0EFT)

(0.8EFT)

Angela Mountain
Tissue Bank Coordinator

Brooke Backman (To Apr 2008)
Sania El-Najjar (From Jun 2008)
Tissue Bank Medical Scientist

Donna Popov (From Feb 2008)
Tissue Bank Assistant

Justine Olsen
Medical Scientist

(0.2EFT)

(0.4EFT)

Samantha Caubert

Sarah Bode (To Oct 2008)
Research Nurse

(0.6EFT)

Carley Gemelli
Tissue Bank Technician
(0.6EFT)

(1.0EFT)

Michelle McMahon

Lauren Turner (From Jul 2008)
Tissue Bank Assistant

Tissue Bank Scientist (Data)
(1.0EFT)

Helen Manos
Data Manager
(1.0EFT)

Dr Siddhartha Deb
Pathology Registrar
(1.0EFT)

Leanne Bowes (From Jan 2008)
Research Assistant
(Data Entry)
(0.2EFT)

Samara Rosenblum
Data Manager
(0.4EFT)

Northern Hospital

Dr Max Yan
Pathology Registrar

Paula Fuge-Larsen
(1.0EFT)

Box Hill Hospital
From 2009
Tissue Bank Coordinator
(0.5EFT)

(0.5EFT)

Zdenka Prodanovic

Tissue Bank
Medical Scientist
(0.5EFT)

Database Manager
(1.0EFT)

Dr Mila Volcheck
(From Feb 2008)

Western Hospital
Tissue Bank Coordinator

Joanne Nelson (To Jul 2008)
Research Nurse

(From Feb 2008)

Dr Philip Moss
Pathology Registrar
(1.0EFT)

(From Mar 2008)

(0.5EFT)

(0.2EFT)

(1.0EFT funded by VBCRC)

(From Mar 2008)

(0.6EFT)

(To Feb 2008)

(To Jun 2008)
Kathryn Goss (From Aug 2008)

Tissue Bank Medical Scientist
Elizabeth Hume

Kerri-Lea Allen (To Nov 2008)
Medical Scientist

Pathology Registrar
(1.0EFT)

(1.0EFT)

Alfred / Cabrini
St Vincent’s Hospital

Royal Women’s Hospital

Kent Huynh
Tissue Bank Scientist

From 2009
Tissue Bank Medical Scientist
(1.0EFT)

(1.0EFT)

Bronwyn Christiansen
Tissue Collector

From 2009
Pathology Registrar

(0.5EFT)

(1.0EFT)

Barwon Health
From 2009
Medical Scientist
(1.0EFT)

From 2009
Pathology Registrar
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KEY

Total EFT funded from Biobank Grants

Consortium
Member Sites

14 Tissue Collection, Processing
and Distribution

Tissue Bank Managers

6 Pathology Registrar

Pathology Registrars

4 Data Management

Associate Sites

2 Quality, Access and Distribution

Regional Feeder

1.8 Administration

Marketing and Communications
Newsletters

Presentations

Three issues of Biobank Brief were
produced in April, August and
December and distributed to over
200 stakeholders. Various activities
and achievements were highlighted
including interviews with researchers,
expansion of services and collection
and distribution statistics.

Biobank staff gave presentations at
a number of conferences and spoke
at various research forums to inform
clinicians and researchers from the
academic and commercial sectors of
our services. The Biobank was also
invited to address various community
groups to increase awareness and
support from the general public.

Articles in External Publications
Articles in various publications helped
to promote the Biobank to specific
target groups.

• AHRDMA newsletter, Issue October
2008

• Cancer Council Victoria Annual
Review 2007, published April 2008
• Austin Health Diagnostic Matrix
newsletter, October 2008

• Cancer Council Victoria, Cancer

News, Issue 200, December 2008

Conference Advertising
Advertising at the following conferences,
through the inclusion of publicity
material (brochures, notepads, etc.)
in conference satchels, profile in the
program / abstract book and logo
featured on the conference website,
enabled the Biobank to gain wide
exposure to researchers.

• Lorne Cancer Conference, 8–10 Feb,
Lorne

• Colorectal Cancer: A multidisciplinary
approach meeting, 27–28 Mar,
Melbourne

• Clinical Research Excellence (CRX08)
Conference, 7–9 Aug, Brisbane

• ESA-SRB Conference, 26–29 Aug,
Melbourne

• Australasian Biospecimen Network

(ABN) Conference, 21 Nov, Sydney

• MonCanN (Monash Cancer Network)
Inaugural Symposium, 25 Nov,
Melbourne

S Cauberg
‘Biobanks supporting and assisting
researchers with project specific clinical
data collection: A description of some
challenges encountered with the
Gastric Study at Peter Mac’
Australasian Biospecimen Network
(ABN) Conference (Poster), Sydney,
November

P Mamers
‘Tissue banking at Southern Health:
A Consortium member of the Victorian
Cancer Biobank’
Southern Health Research Week
(Poster), Melbourne, April

‘Tissue banking at Southern Health’
Monash Medical Centre Department
of Neurosurgery Group Meeting (Poster),
Melbourne, April

‘Clinical research support at Southern
Health: A Victorian Caner Biobank
initiative’
Australasian Biospecimen Network
(ABN) Conference (Poster), Sydney,
November

C Murone
‘Biobanking to support cancer research’
Australasian Health & Research Data
Managers Association (AHRDMA) 17th
Annual Scientific Meeting (Presentation),
Canberra, March

Zoe Squire
‘Centralised access streamlines access
to cancer biospecimens: Operational
model of the Victorian Cancer Biobank’
International Society for Biological and
Environmental Repositories (ISBER)
2008 Annual Meeting (Presentation),
Bethesda, Maryland, USA, May

‘Fresh tissue from the Victorian Cancer
Biobank: From operating theatre to
research laboratory in 4 hours’
Australasian Biospecimen Network
(ABN) Conference (Presentation),
Sydney, November

A Thompson
‘Biobanking to support cancer research’
Certificate in Clinical Research
(Oncology) Course, University
of Melbourne School of Enterprise,
Melbourne, March
Cancer Council Victoria Presentation,
Geelong, March

‘Providing cancer biospecimens to
researchers in industry and academia’
Biospecimen Research Network (BRN)
Symposium (Poster), Washington, DC,
USA, March

‘Progress of the Victorian Cancer
Biobank’
Cancer Council Victoria Seminar Series
(Presentation), Melbourne, April

‘Victorian Cancer Biobank: Linking
biomarker research to clinical outcomes’
Royal Australasian College of Surgeons
(RACS) and the College of Surgeons of
Hong Kong Conjoint Annual Scientific
Congress (Presentation), Hong Kong,
May

’Providing biospecimens for translational
research’
VCOG Urological Cancer Committee
Meeting (Presentation), Melbourne, June
Barwon Health Breast Multidisciplinary
Meeting (Presentation), Melbourne, June

‘Victorian Cancer Biobank: Providing
biospecimens for clinical research’
Clinical Research Excellence (CRX08)
Conference (Presentation), Brisbane,
August

‘Victorian Cancer Biobank: Providing
biospecimens for cancer research’
Barwon Relay for Life Launch
(Presentation), Barwon, October
Cancer Council Victoria Bequest Forum
(Presentation), Mornington Peninsula,
November

‘What does the Biobank offer and how
can you use it?’
ANZ Head & Neck Society Annual
Scientific Meeting (Presentation),
Melbourne, September
Monash Cancer Network (MonCanN)
Symposium (Presentation), Melbourne,
November

‘New developments at the Biobank:
Initiatives for 2009’
Cancer Council Victoria Monthly
Staff Meeting, Melbourne, November
Leaders for Geelong Program
(Presentation), Geelong, December

‘Victorian Cancer Biobank: Supporting
clinical and translational research’
Clinical Oncological Society of Australia
(COSA) Annual Scientific Meeting
(Poster), Sydney, November
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Financial Statements
Statement of Income and Expenditure

Balance Sheet

For the period 1 January 2008 to 31 December 2008

as at 31 December 2008

2008
$’000s

2007
$’000s

995

577

1,800

1,800

Fees & Services

24

1

Internal Income

58

–

1,882

1,801

245

174

3

4

Advertising, Printing & Promotion Costs

21

38

Admin, Office & Vehicle Costs

13

5

Contractors & Consultants

51

17

1,736

1,084

77

10

132

51

Total Current Year Expenditure

2,280

1,383

Net Surplus for the year

(398)

418

597

995

Total Current Year Income

Current Year Expenditure
Payroll Costs
Other Staff Related Costs

Grants & Other Research Costs
Office Equip, Furniture & Computer Costs
Other Expenses

Balance of Net Surplus to carry forward

Cash Flow Statement
For the period 1 January 2008 to 31 December 2008
2008
$’000s

2007
$’000s

1,800

1,800

82

1

Payments to research beneficiaries

(2108)

(1618)

Payments to suppliers & employees

(544)

(299)

Net cash provided by/(used in)
operating activities

(770)

(116)

Net increase/(decrease) in cash held

(770)

(116)

Cash at the beginning of the period

5,809

1,924

Cash at the end of period

5,040

1,808

Cash flows from operating activities
Receipts from government grants
Receipts from other income
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Cash at bank
Accounts Receivable

Current Year Income
DIIRD Grant

2007
$’000s

5,040

1,808

Current Assets

Income
Income Brought Forward

2008
$’000s

900

Total Current Assets

5,940

1,808

Total assets

5,940

1,808

Research Grants Accrued

930

372

Total Current Liabilities

930

372

Provision for Research Grants

1,395

441

Total Non-Current Liabilities

1,395

441

Total Liabilities

2,325

813

Net assets

3,615

995

External Grants Reserve

3,615

995

Total equity

3,615

995

Current Liabilities

Non-current Liabilities

Equity
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